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Enclosed wit: 
eleventh in our 
reau's Library, by 
is being puslished jointly 
Society and the University 
Bibliographical Society. iembers 
Thoreau Society who wish to obtain cloth- 
bound copies for their library shelves 
may order them from John Cook ‘iyllie, Al- 
derman Library, Charlottesville, Va., 
for ‘335.50 a copy. 

We are happy to announce that the 
twelfth in our series of booklets will 
be Prof. Xenneth Robinson's paper on "Th 
reau and the Wild Appetite," which wa 
read at last year's annual meetinzs. It 
will be issuec by Westholm Publications 
of Hanover, N.H., and distributed to all 
our members next fall. 

The printin. of Booklet #11 was vaid 
for by the life memberships of i', Higashi- 
yama, Ashiya, Japan; Loring Miller, Nor- 
ristown, Pa.; Miss Olive Floyd, South Lin- 
coln, Mass.; Miss Orpha Avp, Lafayette, 
Ind.; irs. Iscander Hourwich, New York, 
N.Y. Warren Colson, Proctorsville, Vt.; 
Mrs. Herbert Eosmer, Concord, Mass.; and 
and Henry Kane, Lincoln, Mass. The print- 
ins of Bulletin 58 was covereg by the 
life membershiv of Storer Lunt, New York, 
N.Y. Life membershin is 925.00. 





TROPES AND FIGURES: A PSYCHOLOGICAL STUDY 
OF DAVID HENRY THOREAU, by Raymond Gozzi 


[Editor's note: “we are particularly 
pleased to be able to present this sum- 
mary of Mr. Gozzi's recent (1957) unpub- 
lished doctoral dissertation at New York 
University. We realize fully that it will 
undoubtedly stir up controversy. But after 
reading carefully the more than 400 pages 
of the original dissertation, we feel that 
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The title of thie diesertation, "Tropes and 
Figures; A Psychological Study of David Henry 
Thoreau, “ was chosen to emphesize this study's 
eteady concern with figures of speech and ite aim 
to eee the man who was given the nemes "David Henry” 
rather then the man who choee to reverse the order 
of these nemee. Studying Thoreau on e vaycholor- 
ical rather than an intellectual or artirtic vlane, 
it offers interpretations base? on Freudian hyvo- 
theses. 

Thoreau wac of course influenced by many reali- 
ties not studied here---among them the early nine- 
teenth century forme of his New England Puritan 
environment, Transcendentelisem, the classical 
emphasis of his education, the meny inecceesibdles 
and unknowne of hie temperament and artietic geniue. 

Thie etudy is by ite nature incomplete, subjective, 
ané epeculative. Ite main valve perhaps is thettit 
offere a different picture, caliing attention to 
various biographical facte needine exnlenation, 
ance eugeesting exvolenstione in terme of one of 
today's eignificant peychological achooler. 

Previous biographical etucies have renerally 
emphasized Thoreau'se conecious attitudes ar ervrercet 
in hie writinge; etill the mein biogravhere heve 
chenged in various ways the image Thoreau vreesente of 
himeelf. Thie image is esrentially of a eelf- 
determined man in conflict with the etate, commer- 
cial veluea, and the ordinary mode of life--- a man 
who finde a better life ae a writer observing ant 
enjoying nature, working only enoveh for eelf- 
euvport, being intellectual, rolitary, criticel. 

The image develonved in the etucy etresrer the 
unconscioue and the determine’, an? reeulte from 
avvlying the theory of the oe@ivnur comolex, ae well 
an other Freudian hyvotheres, to the aveilable data. 
The detaile of thie imece are eumnarize’ below. 

Some future biogravher, it if hoved, will succeed 
in joining the determined and the non-determine? 
elemente in Thoreau'e life in a new interration of 
underetanding. The vreesent writer acknowledrer that 
a satisfying comorehension of Thoreau eluces him. 
™ The victure of Thoreau vrerented in thie anecula- 
tive Aiseertation is as followe: Thoreau'e esrly 
life left him baeicelly insecure. Fe avverently 
had several traumatic expneriencee before he war five-- 
falling down etaire and being knocked unconecioue, 
being toseed by an ox or cow, vrobably eudit-witnera- 
ing the primal ecene while he alent in hie narente' 
bedroom. The leet two of these exneriencer seem 
reflected in numeroue vaeercern of hia writings. Hie 
repetitive childhood dream of the Rouch ané@ the 
Smooth appeare to exvresse fear of hie father an? love 
of hie mother, an@ hie youthful--and later---myasticel 
experience euggest momentary unconeacious feminine 
identification and abatement of father-hoetility. 

A number of theee exveriences, which total about a 
half dozen, are connecte? with his sense of hearing, 
which wae extraordinarily libidinized; hia inter- 
pretatione of several are non-theological. 

Thoreau'e unconecioue image of hia father, ae of 
the eatate anc God, wae of a wild, violent force. 

Bie working life wee spent mainly in the vencil 

and plumbago trade with hie father. He ia eaid to 
heave shown great tenderness toward his dying father, 
arc his father's death wae a climactic event for 
him. Thie ie indicated by hie Journal entry on the 
day of hie father's death and by the evente of the 
short remainder of hie life. 

Hie mother wae a vigorous, talkative, and domin- 
ating woman. Emotionally tied to his home, Thoreau 
never left Concord for more than short veriods 








except once (the Staten Island trip) when he was 

very heneesek. The year before he finished college, 
hie mother told him he could leave home after college 
and make hie career peddling,whereupon he burst 

into teare. "Sic Vita" ie a poem written before he 
left college that reflects unconscious mother- 
fixetion and fear of adulthood. 

As a personality, Thoreau was almost incredibly 
egoistic and aggressive. In various waye he never ‘ 
matured. He He was a great rationalizer and the "I 
of Walden represents hie ego-ideal. Two passages 
he wrote show him in depersonalized states. He was 
@ compulsive personality, various facts show, 
Sources of hapvinees for him were nature, friende, 
etudy, writing; but hie not achieving the friendship 
he sought, hie alienation from the peovle of 
Concord, hie numerous physical sicknesses and periods 
of subjection to destructive pveychological forces 
all contributed to the "quiet desperation" of his 
life. 

Hie Journal entry for the day on which Walden 
was published is related, sveculatively, 1.) to his 
Journal entries of a few days vrevious, 2.) to his 
nameless sicknese of 1855-1857 that, weakining his 
legs, severely limited his walking, and 3.) to his 
unconscious fear of succera. 


A few of Thoreau's comments about sex are sur- 
prisingly frank and mature but his over-all attitude 
toward it was adolescent and reflective of great 
inhibition. Thoreau's love life reflecte his failure 
to resolve hie oedipus complex. He sought and found 
mother-substitutes (Mre Brown, Mra Emeraon, and 
porsibly a third mother-figure not identified), 
avoided marriageable girls, and idealized masculine 
friendship. He had two infatuations one for eleven- 
year-old Edmund Sewall and the other for Ellen 
Sewall- to whom he even proposed marriage. He cata- 
gna rejected a marriageable proposal from Sophia 

OOTGs, 

Evidencee of what ie psychoanalytically termed 
"psychological. castration" may be eaeen in hie writince 
about wildnees, trees (varticularly the shrub oak), 
and fungi. The Journal for Oct. 31, 1860, is a re- 
markable revelation of unconecious castration-anxiety. 
Swamps appear to have been a feminine aymbol to him 

In hie love of nature ("all nature ie my bride") 
Thoreau exvressed hie unconecioue mother-fixation 
and defense againet that fixation. Nature wae a 
main center of emotional volarity for him and gave 
him " gentle pleaeureable excitement." Hie mother 
was a nature-lover, tora degree, and she ia trace- 
able in some of Thoreau's comment on nature; hie 
image of nature, however, consisted of much more 
than an early, deep ‘image of hie mother. In hia 
famoue parsages of his feelings near the summit of 
Mt. Ktaadn he makes nature a hostile atenmother: 
the passages are pervaded with anxiety that sugceata 
oedipal sources. Thoreau fantasied and actually 
obtained various oral satisfactions from nature. 

In @ quasi-mystical vagrage in Walden he telle of an 
experience confirming and deevening his relation to 
nature, which he afterwards felt to be nearer to 

him than people. 

Hie hostile response to religion waa conditioned 
by hie unconscious hostility to hie father, aa his 
responee to the estate wae by his unconscious feel- 
ings toward both his parenfs. Being failed war a 
traumatic event for him. "Civil Diobedience"® is 
hie effort to rationalize his attitude and action . 

Thoreau had an attack of conversion hyrteria, in 
the form of sympathetic lockjaw, when his brother 
John, with whom he had had a close relationshiv, died 
of lockjaw. Thie too suggeeta unconacioue oedival 
sources as well aa unconscious hoetility to his 
brother. The passages on friendehiv in A Week show 
an unconscious homoerotic orientation. Tt 1a diffi- 
cult to tell if he had males or females in mind when 
writing many Journal passages; these passages vrove 
that our knowledge of his love life ia meager. 
Friendship gave Thoreau deep joys and feara. He 
feared identifying with hie friends and he feared 
the sexuality that he observed attending affection. 
These fears helped make him a solitary. Hie long- 
term friendship with Channing is traced, and a 
Passage in his 1852 Journal is speculatively inter- 
preted as reflecting unconacious fear of homoerotic 
attraction for him. Various passages in Channinca' 
biography of Thoreau are also coneidere4 from that 
point of view. 





The unconscious feelings Thoreau had for his own 
parents he traneferred to the Emersons, with whom he 
twice lived, for almost three years in all. Remark- 
able testimonies indicate how he identified with 
Emerson in voice and manner; he took up jJournalizing 
and lecturing; he absorbed Emereon's iteas too. 
Thoreau was a son-figure to Emerson, who was fourteen 
yeare older and a speaker at his Commencement; and 
Emerson was a father-figure to Thoreau. When Thor- 
eau's affection for Mre. Emergon developed into love 
the oedipal situation of hie early years was re- 
created. The entire course of his relationshiv with 
the Emersons is reviewed, main vointes of emohasir 
being hie early adulation of Emereon, the develooment 
of jealousy by Emeregon and hie easing Thoreau out of 
hie house, Thoreau's love of Mra. Emerson ae shown 
in two letters and the"Sister" manuescrivts, ant the 
ambivalence that is visible in the entire later 
Thoreau-R.W. Emergon relationship. 

Thoreau had obscurely stated his vroblem ae being 
to live after his father die* on Feb.3, 1859. As 
that year wore on he showed at times signe of intense 
anxiety and aggression, in the summer seemingly hav- 
ing morbid states. Material written Sept. 18-26 ie 
analyzed as revealing hie psychological vrobleme now 
that he had replaced his father as head of the houre- 
hold. A month later John Brown made his raié on 
Harper's Ferry, and Thoreau Passionately eavoured 
hie cause, in thie way expressing hie seething un- 
conscious aggression, One year to the day after 
Thoreau saye he heard of John Brown's death by hang- 
ing, hie final illness began. This illnese came aa 
a@ surprige to his close friends. It ie hyvothesize4 
that this illneas represented the retaliation of hir 
euperego for the aggression he had exvresred against 
all hie judgee-society, hie mother, and first of all 
hie father. Particivation in polities called out of 
him maseive aggression that he coul4 not bind and 
that destroyed him, 


NOTES AND QUERIES 


Jane Elligen is working on a disserta- 
tion on "Henry David Thoreau: His Literary 
Theory and Criticism" at the University 
of Oklahoma. 

At the Parke-Bernet Galleries (New York 
City) sale of Feb. 20, 1957, the covers of 
one of Thoreau's Journals, covered inside 
with notes in his handwriting, was sold 
for 435. 

Dartmouth College Library has recently 
acquired a manuscript notebook of comments 
on Thoreau by Llewelyn Powys. 

We are grieved to announce the death on 
Feb. 15, 1957, of Mrs. Alice thoreau Fritz 
of Concord, Mass. She was a descendant of 
Philip Thoreau of the Isle of Jersey, and 
thus a distant relative of thoreau. She 
had attended the annual meetings of our 
society in Concord for many years. 

There seems to be much Thoreau pvublish- 
ing activity in the air. ‘ie have heard 
that Lyndon Shanley's study of the making 
of WALDEN is soon to appear; Houghton Miff- 
lin is soon to reprint Odell Shepard's 
HEART OF THOREAU'S JOURNALS; Dudley Lunt 
is completing a volume of selections from 
the journals, as is Mrs. Helen Morrison. 

The George S. MacManus Co. (2022 Walnut 
St., Philadelphia) in his recent catalog 
(#116, Item 239) lists some receipted 
bills for consignments to John Pennington, 
Philadelphia bookseller, including one 
from James Munroe & Co., Boston, June l, 
1849, including'6 copies of Thoreau's 
"Concord River," which seem to have been 
returned by the publisher. (Price,$10.) 
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Your secretary has recently added to 
his collection a document sigmed by Tho- 
reau's grandfather, perhaps the only such 
document in existance. A facsimile is re- 
produced herewith. John Thoreau was at 
the time a Boston merchant. 


Carnegie Book Shop of New York City, 
in a recent catalog (#207),lists the manu- 
script of portions of Thoreau's poem "A 
Winter and Spring Scene" (Bode's edition 
Pe 239). Price, $225. F 
According to Andrew W. Turnbull in "Fur- 

ther Notes on Fitzgerald at La Paix," NEW 
YORKER, Nov. 17, 1956, p. 149, Scott Fitz- 
gerald once told Turnbull's mother "that 
reading Thoreau him feel he had 
missed out on nature." 

The Indian sovernment has recently chosen 
twenty-five world classics to be translated 
into the 14 principal Indian lanscuages. 
Appropriate among them is Thoreau's WALDEN. 


The new magazine TRUMP recently ran a 
series of proposed covers for pocket ed- 
itions of the classics to make them best- 
sellers. Below is their proposal for 
WAIDEN (I, Jan. 1957, 7). 
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What was the secret of the quiet pond 


What could he learn from the lonely cabin? 
An entirely different sleuth tackles one of the 


GREATEST MYSTERIES OF All TIME! 
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On March 12, 1957, your secretary addressed 
a meetin: of the Thoreau Group of hochester, 
N.Y., on “Editing Thoreau's Correspondence." 


tretey 


Your secretary recently purchased a new 
home in Geneseo, N.Y¥., and was amazed to 

discover that the halls were already cover- 
ed with a wallpaper desisn named, of all 


things, "Thoreau"! 
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ADDITIONS TO THE THOREAU BIBLIOGRAPHY. WH 


Bevington, Helen. A CHAI'GE OF SKY AND 
OTHER POEMS. B oston: Houghton Mifflin, 
1956. Including the followin,; on HDT: 
"The Other Way,” p. 99; "The Traveller," 
p. 793; "Trip of a Lifetime," p. 107; 
"Afternoon with a Savant," p. 130. 

Boston Sufe Deposit « Trust Co. Adver- 
tisement in BOSTON HERALD. Jan. 17, 
1957. B ased on quotation from WALDEN. 

Broderick, John C. "Thoreau, Alcott, and 
the Poll Tax," STUDIES IN PHILOLOGY, 
LIII (Oct. 1956), 612-626. Demonstrates 
that T's refusal to pay his tax wus a 
protest against slavery rather than a- 
gainst the liexican War. 

Christie, John A. THOREAU, TRAVELER. Duke 
University, 1956. Unpublished Ph.D. 
dissertation on T's interest in travel 
books. 

Condry, William. "A Hundred Years of WAL- 

DEN" DUBLIN MAGAZINE, XXXI (Jan. 1955), 

42-46. Influence of T. in England. 

- THOREAU. Reviews: COUNTRYMAN, L 

(Winter, 1956), 374; MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

TIMES (England), May 29, 1954; BRITISH 
BIRDS, XLVII (Oct. 1954), 358-9. 

DENVER POST. "A Page from Thoreau.” Nov. 
23, 1956. Editorial on T's influence 
on Gandhi. 

Gozzi, Raymond. TROPES AND FIGURES: A PSY- 
CHOLOGICAL STUDY OF DAVID HENRY THOREAU. 
New York University, 1957. Unpublished 
Ph.D. dissertation. See summary ir this 
bulletin. 

Harding, Walter. "The Apple-Tree Table 
Tale." BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY QUARTERLY, 
VIII (October, 1956), 213-5. Traces 
history of the legend T quotes in last 
chapter of WAIDEN. 

« THOREAU: A CENTURY OF CRITICISM. 








Reviews: CATHOLIC REVIEW SERVICE, June 
6, 1955; AMERICAN LITLRATURE, XXVII 
(May, 1955), 291; MISSISSIPPI VALLEY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY, June, 1955, p. 1663 
SCIENTIFIC MONTHLY, June, 1955, 0.380; 
THOUGHT, 1955, p. 616-8; DALLAS MORNING 
NEWS, May 1, 1955, p. 5; RICHMOND TIMES 
DISPATCH, larch 13, 1955, ». 5; SOUTH- 
“EST REVIL'., XL (Summer, 1955), x-xi, 
271-2, 

Hendrick, George. "Thoreau and Gandhi's 
SATYAGRAHA." Nhu BNGLAND QUARTERLY, 
XXIX (Dec. 1956), 462-71, At long last 
an authoritative study of Thoreau's 
influence on Gandhi, 

Rough, Henry Beetle. TiONEAU OF W LDEN. 
Reviews: AMERICAN LITERATURE, XXVIII 
(Jan. 1957), 534; S1. LOUIS Pos? DISs- 
PATCH, Jan. 13, 1957, 

Hovde, Carl F. THE WRITING OF HENRY D. 
THOREAU'S A WEEK ON THE c NCOERD AND 

MERRIMAC RIVERS: A STUDY OF TEXTUAL 
MATEPIALS AND TECHNIQUES. Princeton 
University, 1956. Unpublished Ph.D. 
dissertation on the writin; of T's 

first book. (Jlicrofilm copies avail- 
able from University Microfilms, Ann 
Arbor, Mich. es 

Jakeman, Adelbert MW. "Walden keho" in — 

THE GOLDBN QUILL ANTI LOGY OF THL POOK 

CLUB FO} POL'RY. Francestown, N.H.: 

Golden Quill Press, 1956. p. 78. A 

poeme 

Leary, Lewis. "Thoreau" in Floyd Stovall, 
ed., EIGHT A°TRITAN AUTHORS. New York: 
Modern Lansgua -e Association, 1956. opp. 
153-206. 3.75. 

So rapidly have the studies of Tho- 
reau proliferated in recent years that 
your secretary, for exaiiple, finds that 
he imas more than 5000 books, pamphlets, 
and periodical articles in his Thoreau 
files. Jt is obvious therefore that the 
average person cannot hope to read thru 
all this material and weed out the worth- 
while from the repetitious or mere trash. 
Fortunately now Prof. Leary has come to 
our rescue with his fifty-three page an- 
notated bibliosranhy of materials by and 
about Thoreau. Prof. Leary has apparent- 
ly read everything of value on the sub- 
ject and has chosen from that mountainous 
pile all that is really significant to 
the Thoreau student and then provided 
ample and clear directions as to just how 
it may be found. He has not tried to 
bring any new material to light, but he 
has shed a great deal of light on what 
is available. While his bibliography 
by no means replaces the more exhaustive 
checklists of Allen, Wade, and White, 
it will no doubt prove more valuable to 
the student, because his is a critical 
bibliography. Incidentally, the other 
seven authors included in this group 
bibliography are Poe, Emerson, Haw- 
thorne, Melville, Whitman, Twain, and 
James. 


Mayer, Frederick. “Invitation to Under- 
standing." WISDOM. Nov. 1956. An 
appreciation of T. 

MeKee, Christopher. "Thoreau's First 
Visit to the White Mountains." APPA- 
LACHIA, XXXI (Dec. 1956), 199-209. Many 
new facts discovered about the mountain 
journey T. took with his brother in the 
midst of their WEEK trip. 

Smith Copp., A.O. Advertisement in WALL 
STREET JOURNAL. Dec. 28, 1956. Quotes 
T's poem "Inspiration." 

Stokes, Thomas L. "Gandhi's Doctrine 
Out of Thoreau's." AUSTIN (Tex.) STATES- 
MAN. Nov. 16, 1956. A syndicated col- 
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umn on influence of T. on Gandhi and on 
current Hungarian resistance. Also ap- 
peaved in NE.ARK (i.d.) EVENING NES, 
Nov. 14, 1956, as “Hungarian Passive 
Resistance Has Vhoreau Touch. cs i 
Stoller, Leo. "A Note on Thoreau s Place 
in the History of Phenoloxy. ISIS, 
XLVII (June, 1956), 172-181. Contrary 
to popular opinion, T. Was only one of 
many of his contemporaries who was con- 
ducting phenological research in the 
nid-ni nth century. 
pia me PHOREAU AND tie ECONOMIC ORDER. 
Coluabia University, 1956. Unpublished 
Ph.D. dissertation. Available on micro- 
film from University Microfilms, Ann 
Mich., $2.85. ‘ 
we egaeelera Doctrine of Simplicity" 
NE. ENGLAND QUARTERLY, XXIX (Dec. 1956), 
443-61. T "kept returning to the activi- 
ties of a more primitive economy because 
only there could he find that wholeness 
of relationship between @ man anc 1S _— 
work whose hizhest realization is in the 
life of the artist." 
Hen David. 
re POREST TELLS. Illustrated by Thoreau 
MacDonald. Privately printed: [Toronto, 
Canada], 1956. Unpaged. A beautifully 
printed and illustrated bpochure. 
. WILD APPLES. Worcester (‘inss.]: 
Achille J. St. Onse, 1956. 95pp. A 
beautifully printed, miniature book 
(measuring only 3" x 1 3/4"), desizmned 
by the great Bruce Kogers (his only 
miniature book), printed by the March- 
banks Press, bound in full pisskin, and 
stamped in gold. A real treasure for 
collectors of fine books and a unique 
addition to any Thoreau library. $4.00. 
Willson, Lawrence. "Thoreau and Roman 
Catholicism." CATHOLIC HISTOICAL RE- 
VIEW, XLII (July, 1956), 157-72. Sum- 
marizes T's comments on Catholicism 
and discusses the many Jesuit accounts 
of early American exploration he read. 
Wilson, Eddie W. "Conclusion" LIVING 
WILDERNESS, XXI (Fall, 1956), 8. A 
poem based on T's journal. 
WITNESS. “Come Back Ur, Thoreau." Dec. 
13, 1956. pp. 7-8. An editorial ask- 
ins for more of T's independence today. 
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We are indebted to the following for 
information used in this bulletin: R. Adams, 
H.Adel, 1.Bailey, A.Ballou, C.5ielins, H. 
Bierce, K.Cameron, M.Campbell, W.Condry, 
F.Donahue, R.Gozzi, K.Harber, G.Hendrick, 
C.Hoagland, G.Hosmer, ‘J.Houston, J. Kennedy, 
N.Lehrman, C.McKee, D.Moure, R.Needham, L. 
Pederson, F.Piper, ‘i.Sutton, S.Thomas, J. 
Tobin, M.Underhill, A.Volkman, C.von Kelt- 
ner, H.‘lest, R.Wheeler, W.i/hite, E.Wilson, 
L.Willson, D.Winslow, G.iwrisht, = J.Wpllie. 
Please keep the secretary informed of all 
new items of Thoreau interest. 


The Thoreau Society Inc. is an inform- 
al organization of students and followers 
of Henry David Thoreau. Its bulletins are 
issued quarterly; its booklets, occasional- 
ly. Annual meetings are held in Concord 
each July. Officers of the society are 
Howard Zahniser, Hyattsville, Md.; presi- 
dent; Mrs. Herbert Hosmer, Concord, Mass., 
vice-president; and Walter Harding, sece- 
retary-treasurer, Annual membership in 
the society is one dollar; life membership, 
$25. Communications concerning membership 
or publications should be addressed to the 
secretary 

Walter Harding 
State University Teachers College 
Geneseo, New York 





